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 POCO NEWSWORTHY

INVISIBLE PROJECT RETURNS TO THE POCO MUSE
The Invisible Project exhibit, a collaborative travel-
ing exhibit which makes visible stories of homeless-
ness in Porter County, returns to the PoCo Muse 
this April! The project was given special mention by 
the Indiana Historical Society when the PoCo Muse 
was named Outstanding Historical Organization 
during 2016. 

View this innovative exhibit for yourself between 
April 4-21 at the Porter County Museum. We’re 
excited to welcome the Invisible Project back to the 
Museum after nearly a year of travel! 

Interested in hosting the Invisible Project at your 
organization? The exhibit comes free-of-charge, 
and requires very little maintenance. E-mail info@
pocomuse.org or call 219.465.3595 to learn more 
about how to host this exhibit at your organization! 

Our celebration of the Porter County Museum’s 
centennial was a wonderful success. We will 
continue to honor our milestone as we make the 
not-so-slow climb to our 101st anniversary this 
September. There is no better time to make a trip 
to see what’s new at PoCo Muse than now. At the 
very least, I hope to see you during our Earth Day 
celebration on April 15!

Work continues to progress on 20 Indiana Avenue 
at a steady pace. Our update of the space will 
make a profound impact on how we operate and 
serve our constituents in the future. If our found-
ers could see us now they would surely be smil-
ing. Stay tuned to our website and social media 
for more updates on this project and for informa-
tion on the next phase of work at 16 Indiana Ave.

Nine years as Executive Director and one year 
as Porter County’s historian have flown by at a 
rapid pace. I’m eager to see the future of histo-
ry in Porter County as we continue to bring great 
change to our little intersection within the county 
seat. Thank you for believing in our mission and 
for supporting us every step of the way.

Most importantly, see you at the PoCo Muse this 
coming spring!

This upcoming May marks the seventh year 
of the Porter County Museum Foundation. 
Our purchase of the property at 20 Indiana 
Avenue is a significant step in our growth 
as an organization that in turn supports 
the growth of the Porter County Museum. 
Did you know that we are the fourth group 
to assist Porter County government as the 
private entity of a public-private partnership?

The very first group to serve in this role was 
founded in 1912 as the Porter County Histori-
cal Society. This group of twenty-eight Porter 
County citizens founded the Museum in 1916 
and cared for it until 1928. Residents of all 
twelve townships saw great value in preserv-
ing our history.

Members of the local chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution took the 
reins by creating the Porter County Histori-
cal Association, which assisted the museum 
from 1928 until 1948. At this point, the muse-
um moved from the Valparaiso Public Library 
to the Porter County Courthouse. 

Ruth Robbins helped reincorporate the 
Historical Society of Porter County in 1948, 
which ushered in one of the greatest eras of 
the Porter County Museum’s history. It was 
during this time the museum moved from 
the courthouse to the former Porter County 
sheriff’s residence and jail. 

Our official anniversary of the Porter County 
Museum Foundation is May 11. Help us cele-
brate by making an extra gift in support of 
our continued growth. You can do this online 
at pocomuse.org or by simply visiting the 
Porter County Museum during normal hours 
of operation.

FROM THE DIRECTOR
For the past four months, the PoCo Muse has been honored to host a third 
season of Community Supported Art Valparaiso! By showcasing these outstand-
ing local talents, the Museum aims to educate visitors about diverse artists 
living and working locally, enrich our communities by connecting artists and 
supporters, and inspire us all to connect, create, and share through the arts.

On December 10, artists from CSA Valpo offered their insights during a panel 
discussion on art and the community. Many thanks to the artists involved this 
season, and the CSA Valpo organizers for making the exhibit possible! 

Over the last twenty years, Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has 
become a popular way for consumers to buy seasonal food directly from local 
farms. With the same “buy local” spirit in mind, the Community Supported Art 
(CSA) Valpo project supports local art, artists, and collectors. CSA Valpo share-
holders directly support the creation of new artwork by artists in the community 
and receive eight original works in return. For more information about the CSA 
Valpo project, visit www.CSArtValpo.com.

Progress continues at 20 Indiana Ave! Stay tuned for 
updates on the rennovation of this space! 

Students at Valparaiso 
University view the Invisible 
Project in 2017.

Cover image    
reprinted from the 

Records of the Porter 
County Surveyor.
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2017 SPRING  STORIES PROJECT
SPRING INTO THE ARTS

 POCO EXHIBITS

APRIL

22
EXHIBIT

OPENING

THE BEVERLY SHORES STORIES PROJECT

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND ART

The Beverly Shores Stories Project is the third installment of the Porter 
County Museum’s Stories Project series. This project intends “reinvest the 
places life is lived with meaning” by exploring the rich history and char-
acter of this continuously transitioning community through oral histories 
from Beverly Shores residents, old and new alike.

What makes a community, and how do communities transform? What 
causes these changes, and how to individuals experience the transfor-
mation of their communities? In 1929, Frederick Bartlett, one of Chicago’s 
largest real estate developers, purchased 1,400 acres on the shores of 
Lake Michigan to create a lakeside resort community. Borrowing styles 
popular in Florida resort communities, he attracted tourists to his planned 
community via the newly constructed South Shore Line. During the 
heyday of Bartlett’s community, the town had an inn, stables, golf course 
and clubhouse, a church, casino, art colony, tavern, theatre, post office, 
fire department, school, and several recreational areas. 

The community experienced its first transformation with the onset of the 
Great Depression. In an attempt to continue the expansion of the commu-
nity despite financial pressures, Robert Bartlett, Frederick’s brother, capi-
talized on the success of the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair. Bartlett moved 
futuristic model homes, such as the House of Tomorrow, along with repli-
cas of the nation’s most famous historical structures, like George Wash-
ington’s Mount Vernon, to the beaches and wetlands of Beverly Shores. 
What emerges from the Bartletts’ planning is one of the most architectur-
ally diverse communities in Porter County. 

When Bartlett left Beverly Shores behind, selling his lands and setting 
off for new ventures, the town was forced to incorporate to provide 
services to residents in the community. The 1950’s in Beverly Shores 
marked a period of stability, with a mixture of full and part-time residents. 
However, another transformation was on the horizon. In 1966, the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore was created. The town faced new pressures as 
two-thirds of the town became parkland, halting further development of 
the community. 

How did these changes affect the lives of those who called Beverly Shores 
home? Through experiencing the unique environment and architecture 
of Beverly Shores, and hearing from those who witnessed these transfor-
mations, the Beverly Shores Stories Project tells a story both complete-
ly unique yet still universal—how communities shape and are shaped by 
individuals. 

We hope you will join us for the opening of the first of a two-part summer 
exhibit series on June 24 from 1-4p, as we showcase the fascinating 
history of Beverly Shores. 

 

THIRD INSTALLMENT OF PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS UNIQUE HISTORY
OF THE BEVERLY SHORES COMMUNITY

The Beverly Shores Stories Project is made possible with the generous 
support of Indiana Humanities.

The House of Tomorrow was one of 
the many structures moved by Robert 
Bartlett to Beverly Shores after the 
Chicago World’s Fair of 1933. 

The Porter County Museum is happy to support 
another year of Valparaiso Community Schools’ 
month-long celebration of the arts and creativ-
ity, Spring into the Arts! Developed in part-
nership with local artists, businesses, and the 
community, Spring into the Arts showcases the 
intersections of art, technology, education, and 
history, while featuring local businesses. Artists 
of all ages and artistic styles will be provided 
with a platform to showcase the transformative 
power of art in our local communities.

This year, the Spring into the Arts celebration 
will run from April 22 to May 20, 2017. Visit 
www.springintothearts.com for more info!

MUSEUM FEATURES ART FROM LOCAL SCHOOLS 
DURING 2ND ANNUAL CELEBRATION

MAY

4
FAMILY DAY

JUNE

24
EXHIBIT

OPENING

Join local artists and educators on Thursday, May 4 from 4-6p for an evening 
of science, technology, and art! Visitors of all ages are invited to experiment 
with hands-on science activities, and to create art using technology. Valparaiso 
University Science Outreach will bring activities to teach everyone the fundamen-
tals of science, while local artist Hannah Hammond-Hagman will be on hand to 
demonstrate the intersections of electricity and art! 

Liz Wuerffel, of Valparaiso University’s Art Department, will show how scanners 
can produce unexpected, interesting art. With scanners, prints of small objects 
can be created in great detail. Bring an object to scan, or experiment with those 
provided! This project is made possible by the support of the Indiana Arts 
Commission, the South Shore Arts, and the National Endowment for the Arts, a 
federal agency.

A replica of George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon estate moved to 
Beverly Shores in 1935. 

Photo courtesy of Steven Shook.

EXPERIMENT, LEARN, & CREATE AT THE POCO MUSE!
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JUNE 1
HISTORY OF BROWN’S DAIRY
Join Catherine Brown of Valpo 
Velvet Ice Cream, formerly 
Brown’s Dairy, as we celebrate 
this Valparaiso landmark’s 70th 
year! We’ll even be serving up 
some ice cream!  
PRESENTATION @ 5:30P
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APRIL 15
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 
Families are invited to meet 
some exotic animal visitors, 
learn about Northwest 
Indiana’s natural environment, 
and discover what we can do 
in our own backyards to help 
save the earth! 
PROGRAM FROM 10A-2P

JUNE 23
MEMBER PREVIEW: BEVERLY 
SHORES STORIES PROJECT
PoCo Muse members are 
invited to a exclusive member 
opening of the Porter County 
Museum’s summer exhibit, the 
Beverly Shores Stories Project! 
Refreshments will be served! 
PREVIEW FROM 5-7P

JUNE 24
BEVERLY SHORES STORIES 
PROJECT EXHIBITION OPENING
Visit the PoCo Muse for an exciting 
new exhibit opening! For the past 
year, Americorps member Tori 
Binelli has been collecting oral 
histories from Beverly Shores 
residents. Come experience the 
transformations of Beverly Shores 
through the eyes of those who 
call this community home. 
RECEPTION FROM 1-4P
PROGRAM @ 2P

MAY 29
MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM

Join the members of the David 
D. Porter Camp No. 116 of the 
Sons of the Union Veterans of 
the Civil War (SUVCW) as they 
commemorate Memorial Day. 
This event is free and open to the 
public.

PROGRAM @ 10:30-11:30A

21

APRIL 5
INVISIBLE PROJECT REOPENS 
AT THE POCO MUSE
The Invisible Project exhibit, a 
collaborative traveling exhibit 
which makes visible stories of 
homelessness in Porter Coun-
ty, returns to the PoCo Muse 
this April. View the exhibit to 
learn more about local home-
lessness, causes, and what you 
can do to help! 

The Invisible Project is the 
result of a partnership between 
Valparaiso University’s Wel- 
come Project and Professor 
Yeohyun Ahn’s V.U. Class; the 
Porter County Coalition for 
Affordable Housing; Hous-
ing Opportunities; Gabriel’s 
Horn; and Dayspring Women’s 
Center. 
EXHIBIT OPEN APRIL 5 
THROUGH APRIL 21

APRIL 6
KEN SCHOON PRESENTS 
“DUNELAND DYNAMICS”
Visit the PoCo Muse on Thursday, 
April 6 at 7p to hear from Kenneth 
J. Schoon, Professor Emeritus 
of Science Education, Indiana 
University Northwest. Schoon’s 
presentation, “Duneland Dy- 
namics” integrates dozens of 
colorful scenes of today’s Indiana 
Dunes along with a description of 
their ecological importance and 
stories from yesteryear. Topics 
include fur trading and a small 
French “fort,” a Revolutionary 
War skirmish, hermits, developers 
and scams, railroads and Lincoln’s 
Duneland funeral, research and 
the birth of American ecology, 
efforts to save the dunes amid 
efforts to industrialize, flying, 
fishing, residing, and restoration.

PROGRAM BEGINS @ 7P
2930 31

MAY 4
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, & 
ART! 
Join local artists and educators 
for an evening of science, tech-
nology, and art! Visitors of all 
ages are invited to experiment 
with hands-on science activi-
ties and create art using tech-
nology. This event is free and 
open to the public!
EVENT FROM 4-6PAPRIL 22

SPRING INTO THE ARTS 
OPENING 
Experience the kick-off of 
Spring into the Arts with the 
Art-chitecture Walk! Valparaiso 
Community Schools’ student 
artwork will be displayed 
throughout Valpo’s downtown. 
Explore the art, meet artists, 
and visit all the locations to 
win prizes! This event begins at 
Central Park Plaza.
EVENT FROM 10:30A-1:30P

MAY 20 
HEBRON-KOUTS TORNADO 
PRESENTATION
Join Professor Bart Wolf 
of Valparaiso University’s 
Meteorology Department, 
as he presents the history 
and science of the 1917 
tornado that devastated the 
communities of Hebron and 
Kouts.
PROGRAM AT 2P
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 1917
APRIL 25, 1917
VALPO BOY TELLS OF WARLIKE 
ATMOSPHERE

William Schenck, just home from 
Detroit, where he has been employed 
in one of the big automobile factories, 
relates a story that shows the activities 
on the preparation for war. The 
factory in which he worked is being 
converted as swiftly as possible into 
a munitions plant. The last cars will 
soon be turned out, and this make 
can no longer be procured until peace 
comes... Every night searchlights play 
far and near over the surroundings, 
to detect possible spies, who might 
make efforts to blow up the plants.

DODGE INSTITUTE WIRELESS 
TOWER BEING DISMANTLED

In keeping with military regulations 
due to the war, the high tower of the 
Dodge Institute was being dismantled 
this afternoon of its aerial equipment. 
This will in no [way] interfere with 
instruction in wireless, Mr. Dodge 
said today, but the reality of the air 
messages will be missing. 

MAY 29, 1917
TORNADO STRIKES IN HEBRON 
AND KOUTS

Death, destruction, and suffering were 
the toll of a cyclone that cut a path 
through the south part of the county 
Saturday evening. The thriving towns 
of Hebron and Kouts were within the 
devastated district, and the damage 
in those places will mount into many 
thousands of dollars. Farm homes and 
other buildings were demolished, and 
their timbers sown like chaff by the 
hand of the all-powerful tornado.

The cyclone cloud seemed to strike 
first some distance west of Hebron. It 
came on and crumpled the houses in 
the best residence section of Hebron; 
unroofed the Gordon hotel; partially 
demolished the elevator, and then 
continued on its ruinous career. Every 
farm that lay in its course was the 
scene of terrible loss and suffering. 

The storm leaped on toward Kouts 
and repeated the destruction wrought 
at Hebron. 

The Giles Aylesworth farm was struck 
as Mr. Aylesworth and his family were 
in the house. Every building was 
crushed and then carried away, and 
the occupants were left suffering and 
unsheltered. The big modern home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Jones, farther 
east, was carried bodily from the 
foundation and set down in its original 
posture... 

The buildings on the C. A. Carpenter 
farm were torn to pieces and then fire 
broke out in the ruins. Horses and 
cattle were killed. The Joseph Cannon 
farm, near Kouts, was the scene of the 
cyclone’s greatest energy. Mr. Cannon 
and his family were imprisoned in 
the remains, and were only saved 
by rescuing parties. All were more 
or less injured. The Christian and 
Catholic churches, the creamery, and 
an elevator were among the ruined 
buildings in Kouts. A list of all wrecked 
buildings may finally be compiled, 
but not until many other details are 
attended to. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hollandsworth 
and two guests escaped the fury of 
the storm by running to the cellar. 
Looking out, they saw a hayrack 
flying through the air, and noticed 
that apple trees were being torn out 
of the ground. Just as they reached 
the cellar the house sailed away, with 
the exception of the porch. A second 
twist of the cyclone threw the porch 
directly across the excavation.

JUNE 20, 1917 
TOMORROW IS COMPANY L DAY

Thursday, June 21, has been 
designated as Special Recruiting Day 
for Company L. Every citizen of Porter 
County is requested to use his utmost 
effort toward bringing the home 
company up to war strength on this 
date. If he or she cannot themselves 
enlist, they can speak to those who 
are of the proper age to enlist – 18 to 
40 – urging them to enlist immediately 
in order that they may be partially 
trained when the call to the colors is 
given, and detailing to them the great 
advantages of service with Company 
L, the home organization.

These advantages are many, chief of 
which are the following: Service with 
their own class socially, service with 
their friends, with officers who are 
their personal friends, with trained 
comrades, with trained officers, and 
where they will be directly protecting 
the home folks. 

Films and slides will be run at 
Schelling’s on this date showing 
phases of army life and showing 
Company L on the Mexican border. A 
recruiting stand will be maintained all 
day in the lobby of the theatre, where 
the recruiting officer will be glad to 
answer all questions relating to the 
service. 

Citizens loyal to the nation and 
to Porter county should give 
all assistance – for the honor of 
Valparaiso and Porter county. 

Rachel Hulslander
Collections Manager

FROM THE ARCHIVES 2017 SPRING

Tornado Damage, 1917

Photo courtesy of 
Steven Shook.

Learn more about the 
Hebron-Kouts Tornado 
during the program on 
May 20 at 2p! 

The Porter County Museum’s photograph collection will 
soon be transformed! The Museum recently received a 
Heritage Support Grant from the Indiana Historical Soci-
ety. With this support, the Museum will soon purchase a 
new, high-quality scanner.  New technology will enable 
us to scan negatives and slides, and give us higher qual-
ity scans of photographs and tintypes. These scans will 
then digitally filed away, where we can record the details 
and key information that go with each image. 

Digitizing our photography collection is the best way 
to preserve and share the visual history of Porter Coun-
ty. By transferring the images into a computer data-
base, we’ll be able to easily search and locate specific 
items. Additionally, scanning the photographs perfectly 
captures the image, protecting the visual from physical 
decay.  After scanning, the original photographs will go 
into protective storage, away from light, moisture, and 
handling. 

Our photography is the most vulnerable part of the 
Museum collection. Dehydration causes photographs to 
curl and crack, and fingerprints can etch themselves into 
prints. Additionally, over the Museum’s 100-year histo-
ry, photographs have been misplaced or mishandled. 
Glass negatives and film slides required special meth-
ods to be scanned. This new project allows us to save 
and maintain all of these images for future generations 
to appreciate and increases access to our vast collec-
tion, as volunteers work to scan and document images 
to be shared with the public. 

We are excited to begin this project! Heritage Support 
Grants are provided by the Indiana Historical Society 
and made possible by Lilly Endowment Inc. Many thanks 
to these organizations for their generous support, as we 
embark on another project to preserve Porter County’s 
rich history!

This charming photograph of the Grewe family was 
recently found tucked into an unlabeled folder.

A glass negative showing the Pioneer Apartments.

MUSEUM BEGINS PHOTOGRAPH DIGITIZATION PROJECT



POCO MUSE 
DONORS
WINTER 2017

We would like 
to recognize the 
following individuals 
and organizations for 
supporting our mission 
by becoming members 
of the Porter County 
Museum this past 
quarter.

POCO MUSE PATRONS

INSPIRE: 
Stewart & Kathryn 
McMillan

EDUCATE: 
Gretchen & John Buggeln
Rob Thorgren
Robert & Lynn Welsh

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM

SUSTAINING FRIEND:
Sharon & Jim Hubbard
Jackie & Doug Watkins
Chuck Welter

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND:
Mark McColley
Eunice Slagle

FRIEND:
Walt & Cynthia Breitinger
Robert & Sue Cain
Patricia Crise
Tim & Amy Daly
Minakshi Ghuman
Philip & Laurel Hahn
Larry & Sandra Holt
Christopher & Molly Joll
Mark Mihalo

BECOMING POCO

ORGANIZATION:
Historical Society of Ogden 
Dunes

HOUSEHOLD:
Grant & Kathy 
DeNormandie
John & Linda Johnson
Joe & Julie Lauck
John & Donna Oglesby
Beverly & Gary Overmyer
Ronda & David Schelling
Wm. L.Steinbrecher

INDIVIDUAL:
Brian Harmon
Kay Morris
Kevin & Linda Phillips
James Pishkur
Janet Pullins
Melissa Washburn

GET INVOLVED!

  HOURS  wed-sat; 9a to 5p
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SATURDAYS @ THE POCO MUSE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
BOARD OF
 TRUSTEES

CHAIR OF THE
 BOARD

Joanne Urschel

VICE CHAIR
Kathryn McMillan

SECRETARY
Helen Arvidson

TREASURER
Sharon Swihart

Gretchen Buggeln
Tim S. Daly

C. Bernard Doyle
Rich Hudson

Ruth Johnston
Kevin Kerr

Matthew Mullins
Carlos Rivero

Aco Sikoski
Robert Welsh

STAFF

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Kevin Matthew Pazour

COORDINATOR
Megan Telligman

COLLECTIONS
MANAGER

Rachel Hulslander

AMERICORPS
 Tori Binelli

Join Professor Bart Wolf of Valparaiso University’s 
Meteorology Department, as he presents the 
history and science of the 1917 Hebron-Kouts 
tornado on Saturday, May 20 at 2p. On May 26, 
1917, a devastating tornado torn through Hebron 
and Kouts, leaving several dead, many injured, 
and causing a reported $500,000 in damage (the 
equivalent of more than $9.5 million in 2017).  In 
addition to Professor Wolf’s presentation, V.U. 
meteorology students will demonstrate the 
science behind weather with hands-on activities 
from 1-4p. 

JUNE BEVERLY SHORES STORIES PROJECT OPENING

Did you know the PoCo Muse has a volunteer program? We’re currently recruiting 
volunteers to help greet guests, scan photographs, build exhibits, and help with 
tours and special events. Training for these positions is provided and hours are 
flexible. Monthly volunteer luncheons keep everyone up-to-date on what’s new at 
the Museum!

PoCo Muse volunteers are indispensible to the operation of the Porter County 
Museum! Volunteering at the PoCo Muse is a great way to see behind-the-scene 
sat the Museum, while learning more about Porter County’s history and culture. 
Whether you’re a history buff, a retired educator, or just looking to learn more 
about museums, there’s a place for you at the PoCo Muse! 

To learn more about volunteering at the PoCo Muse, e-mail info@pocomuse.org, 
call 219.465.3595, or stop by during our normal hours of operation, Wednes-
day-Saturday from 9a-5p! Help us continue our mission to educate, enrich, and 
inspire our Porter County communities! 

SUPPORT THE MISSION OF THE POCO MUSE!

SATURDAY

POCOmuse

APRIL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION

The Saturdays @ the PoCo Muse monthly program series is held on the third 
Saturday of each month. Saturdays @ the PoCo Muse events often feature new 
exhibit openings from 1-4p, or programs highlighting the history and culture of 
Porter County at 2p. 

Visit the Porter County Museum on Saturday, 
April 15 from 10a-2p for an Earth Day Celebration! 
Families are invited to meet some exotic animal 
visitors, learn about Northwest Indiana’s natural 
environment, and discover what we can do in our 
own backyards to help save the earth! 

PoCo Muse Family Days are free and open to the 
public! Many thanks to the Porter County Chapter 
of the Izaak Walton League and all the partnering 
organizations who make this event possible!

Get an in-depth look at one of Porter County’s 
unique communities in the newest installment of 
the PoCo Muse Stories Project, The Beverly Shores 
Stories Project. 

For the past year, Americorps member Tori 
Binelli has been collecting oral histories from 
Beverly Shores residents. Come experience the 
transformations of Beverly Shores through the eyes 
of those who call Beverly Shores home. 

The opening reception will take place from 1-4p on 
June 24 with a program at 2p. 

 POCO PROGRAMS 2017 SPRING

MAY HEBRON-KOUTS TORNADO PRESENTATION

Tornado Damage, 1917     Photo courtesy of Steven Shook.
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