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PORTER COUNTY MUSEUM BREAKS ATTENDANCE
RECORD FOR 2016
Fresh exhibits, exciting programs, new partnerships, and downtown Valparaiso 
events brought more visitors than ever to the PoCo Muse in 2016! Approximate-
ly 10,700 visitors stopped by the Museum to learn more about the history and 
culture of Porter County! This is nearly 4,000 visitors more than in 2015! 

Every year the PoCo Muse has been growing, offering new exhibits and 
programs to new audiences. Thank you for visiting and supporting the Museum 
in 2016. Spread the word about the PoCo Muse to friends and family to help us 
break our record again in 2017! 

 POCO newsworthy

INVISIBLE PROJECT MEETS NEW AUDIENCES IN 2017

The Porter County Museum is 
happy to support the launch 
of Valparaiso Community 
Schools month-long celebra-
tion of the arts and creativ-
ity in our schools, Spring 
into the Arts! Developed in 
partnership with local artists, 
businesses, and the commu-
nity, Spring into the Arts will 
showcase the intersections of 
art, technology, education, 
and history, while featuring 
local businesses. Artists of 
all ages and artistic styles 
will be provided with a plat-
form to showcase how art has 
transformed them and their 
community. 

The Invisible Project exhibit, a collaborative traveling exhibit which makes visible 
stories of homelessness in Porter County, is continuing its tour of the Region in 
the coming year! The project was given special mention by the Indiana Histori-
cal Society when the PoCo Muse was named Outstanding Historical Organiza-
tion in 2016. 

See the Invisible Project for yourself at the following locations in 2017: 

Valparaiso University Center for the Arts January 2-23, 2017

Salem United Church of Christ, Wanatah January 30-February 27, 2017

Westchester Township History Museum, Chesterton March 6-April 3, 2017

This year, the Spring into the Arts celebration will run from April 22 to May 20, 
2017. Visit www.springintothearts.com for more info!
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Kevin Matthew Pazour
Executive DirectorJoanne Urschel

Chair of the Board of Trustees

On behalf of the Porter County Museum Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees, we are thrilled to announce the 
outright purchase of the former Fidelity Title Company 
building at 20 Indiana Avenue in downtown Valparaiso. 
This acquisition by the Porter County Museum Foundation 
was made possible by a significant financial contribution. 
The donors wish to remain anonymous at this time.

This adjacent property to our expansion project at 16 
Indiana Avenue has long-term implications and will also 
have an immediate impact on the Porter County Museum. 
The new building will function partly as administrative 
space, freeing up much-needed room for exhibits in the 
former jail and sheriff’s residence. More importantly, a 
large section of 20 Indiana Avenue will accommodate 
larger groups of people for PoCo Muse programs and 
presentations. This new space is ADA-compliant, climate-
controlled, and has modern bathroom facilities.

Leadership of the Porter County Museum Foundation is 
in the process of finalizing a short-term campaign to make 
cosmetic changes to 20 Indiana Avenue. Preliminary work 
has uncovered remnants of the sales office from the 1948-
49 Hildreth’s Marathon inside the larger structure. Our 
goal is to expose some of these historical interior features 
and alter the exterior of the present building to reflect the 
essence of a retro filling station as a nod to the decades-
long presence of the Ohio Oil Company (first as Linco, 
followed by Marathon) that began in 1930 at the intersec-
tion of Indiana Avenue and Franklin Street.

We will be sharing more about this project at the State 
of the Porter County Museum 2017 address on Saturday, 
January 21, at 2p. A short walk-through of the building at 
20 Indiana Avenue will take place for our members follow-
ing the discussion.
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COMMUNITY SUPPORTED ART VALPARAISO

 POCO exhibits

EIGHT NEW LOCAL ARTISTS ON DISPLAY
During early December, the PoCo Muse kicked off a third season of Community 
Supported Art Valparaiso! This season features eight new emerging and mid-ca-
reer regional artists working in a variety of media, including painting, printmaking, 
textile craft, mixed media, and photography. 

Over the last twenty years, Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) has become 
a popular way for consumers to buy seasonal food directly from local farms. With 
the same “buy local” spirit in mind, the Community Supported Art (CSA) Valpo 
project aims to support local art, artists, and collectors.

MARCH

31
EXHIBIT

CLOSING

CELEBRATING INDIANA’S BICENTENNIAL

LOOK BACK AT THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 2016
Look back at 2016 with a recap of Porter County’s Bicentennial 
Celebration! In Porter County, Indiana Dunes Tourism coordinated the 
bicentennial and 55 people served as torchbearers. There were also 
dozens of Bicentennial Legacy Projects carried out in Porter County 
during 2016, including the placing of a historical marker in Burns 
Harbor to commemorate the boundary that allowed the dunes area to 
be in Indiana, not Michigan. Also, 11,000 acres of land was preserved 
in honor of the bicentennial, including hundreds of acres in Porter 
County.

Join torchbearers for a reception as we celebrate Indiana’s successful 
bicentennial celebration on Thursday, March 2 from 5:30-6:30p. 
Enjoy refreshments, and view a new display of artifacts from the 2016 
bicentennial! 

Shareholders in CSA Valpo support new works by 
these artists created uniquely for this project, and 
have the opportunity to meet the artists and other 
arts supporters at a variety of events. Only fifty 
shares are sold each season, and cost $175. Shares 
in CSA Valpo are available on a first come, first serve 
basis through February, and eight original works of 
art, one from each artist, are delivered to sharehold-
ers during a pick-up celebration in the spring of 2017.

Be sure to stop by the PoCo Muse before March 31 
to see works from local artists Susan Atwell, Carrie 
Coslov, Deanna Ehrhardt, Brenda Hutchings, Kristina 
Knowski, Jillian Pancini, Michael Pancini, and Cynthia 
Wold! 

Visit www.csartvalpo.com for more information!
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COMMUNITY SUPPORTED ART VALPARAISO THE BEVERLY SHORES STORIES PROJECT

The Beverly Shores Stories Project is the third install-
ment in the ongoing Porter County Museum Stories 
Project. Since its emergence in 1929, Beverly Shores 
has held a unique place in Porter County history. First 
showcased as a monument to the architectural inno-
vation of the 1933 World’s Fair, Beverly Shores quickly 
developed into a booming resort town, with full-time 
residents, and hundreds of summer visitors every year. 
Now, Beverly Shores stands as a resilient island in the 
middle of the National Lakeshore, inhabited by an 
incredibly passionate community of neighbors, united 
through their love of the environment they live in, and 
their desire to work for the betterment of their town.  

The Stories Project aims to explore the rich history and 
character of this continuously transitioning community 
through the gathering of oral histories from residents, 
old and new alike. In its past two installments, the 
project has brought the stories of unique communi-
ties in Porter County to their neighbors throughout 
the County. Two exhibits are created to highlight 
this history-- one permanent exhibit featured at the 
Beverly Shores Depot Museum & Art Gallery, and 
one temporary exhibit opening at the Porter Coun-
ty Museum. The Stories Project will also culminate in 
a variety of public events centering around Beverly 
Shores and its distinctive contributions to our County. 
We at the PoCo Muse are proud and excited to work 
with the Depot Museum and share this pivotal part of 
our collective history with you.  

HAVE A STORY YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE? 
Contact Tori Binelli at 219.465.3595 

(tori@pocomuse.org) to be interviewed!

THIRD INSTALLMENT OF PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS UNIQUE HISTORY
BEVERLY SHORES COMMUNITY

The Beverly Shores 
Stories Project is 
made possible 

with the generous 
support of Indiana 

Humanities.

Frederick Barlett first designed Beverly Shores as a resort 
community, marketed towards wealthy ethnic populations 
in Chicago looking to escape the crowded city. The first 
homes were Mediterranean-style stucco cottages, many 
still standing today. 

Lituanica Park in Beverly Shores was founded by the Lith-
uanian population who moved to Beverly Shores in great 
numbers. The park was designed by architect Erdvilas 
Masiulis, and is named after an airplane flown by Steponas 
Darius and Stasys Girenas. A sculpture in the center of the 
park shows the airplane, which tragically crashed in Germa-
ny during a 1933 flight from New York to Lithuania, killing 
both pilots.
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JANUARY 21
STATE OF THE MUSEUM
Join Executive Director of the Porter County Museum and Porter County 
Historian Kevin Matthew Pazour for a look at what to expect from the 
PoCo Muse in 2017! On Saturday, January 21 at 2p, Pazour will detail the 
exhibits, events, and exciting developments in the Museum expansion 
project, along with the recent purchase of 20 Indiana Ave! After the talk, 
enjoy refreshments and see the Museum’s newest exhibit, Community 
Supported Art Valparaiso. 
PROGRAM @ 2P

FEBRUARY 2
JAZZ AGE MURDER 
Join local author Jane 
Ammeson, author of A Jazz 
Age Murder in Northwest 
Indiana, on Thursday, February 
2, 2017 at 5:30p for a reading 
and book signing. Jazz Age 
Murder tells the story of Harry 
and Nettie Diamond, and the 
Valentine’s Day murder that 
would make Harry’s trial one 
of Porter County’s notable 
historic events. 
PROGRAM @ 5:30P

31

21
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MARCH 2
BICENTENNIAL RECAP RECEPTION
Join torchbearers for a reception 
as we celebrate Indiana’s 
successful bicentennial celebration 
on Thursday, March 2 from 5:30-
6:30p. Enjoy refreshments, and 
view a new display of artifacts from 
the 2016 bicentennial!  
RECEPTION FROM 5:30-6:30P
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MARCH 18
WOMEN’S HISTORY FAMILY DAY
Celebrate Women’s History 
Month with activities for the whole 
family designed to highlight the 
many achievements of Porter 
County’s women! 
ACTIVITIES FROM 1-4P

MARCH 31
CSA VALPO EXHIBIT CLOSES

31
FEBRUARY 18
BRONCHO JOHN EXHIBIT 
UNVEILING & PROGRAM

Learn more about one of Porter 
County’s most notable citizens, 
Broncho John Sullivan. Enjoy 
refreshments, view updates to 
the Broncho John exhibit, and 
hear from PoCo Muse Foundation 
Board member Helen Arvidson, 
as she shares stories of Broncho 
John’s adventures.

RECEPTION FROM 1-4P
PROGRAM @ 2P
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Rachel Hulslander
Collections Manager

from the archives

As we work our way through the Broncho John 
Sullivan exhibit in anticipation of its reopening in 
February, we’ve discovered so many treasures. Broncho 
John’s rich life of adventure is reflected in the artifacts 
of his collection. Any personal collection like this one is 
a biography in objects.

In working with the Broncho John collection, we 
developed a sense of him, as a person. His collection of 
beadwork corresponds with the friendly conversations 
with Native Americans that he recorded in his diary. 
Photographs and mementos from his travels show 
his natural curiosity, whether a box of fossilized shells 
or a portrait on the Cuban shore. His cowboy gear 
shows the wear of long and practical use. One bag 
in particular shows a circular cut-out where a scrap 
of leather was cut out and used for a repair. You can 
see his embellished high leather boots in a publicity 
photograph taken for his traveling Western show, next 
to the boots themselves!   

One item that stands out is a long strip of wood, 
actually a piece of palm tree from the Philippines. This 
piece, which Broncho John gave to his friend A.H. 
Reading, looks unremarkable to our modern eyes. But a 
palm tree must have seemed almost legendary in early 
20th century Porter County, something only seen in 
pictures or read about in books. Broncho John’s sense 
of adventure took him to the Philippines and he brought 
back so much to his community.

Broncho John loved to share his experiences with the 
people of Porter County. His stories, his letters, and his 
possessions still connect us to the days of the western 
frontier and the changing world of the 20th century. 
We hope to continue his generous legacy with the new 
Broncho John exhibit.  
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY: 1917
JANUARY 24, 1917
PROHIBITION BILL ADVANCED 

 “Quick work was done in the 
Indiana House Tuesday when the 
state-wide prohibition bill withstood 
all attacks of is opponents. The dry 
forces were greatly pleased with the 
action, especially so since the House 
has already passed a bill prohibiting 
the sale of liquor on trains with only 
six dissenting voted. It seemed to 
be clear to the “drys” that anti-liquor 
legislation will find a clear path in this 
House. “

FEBRUARY 19, 1917
CRUMPACKER SPEAKS ABOUT 
DUNES PARK 

Valparaiso awoke to action against 
the national dunes park project today, 
when the Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon body voted unanimously to 
fight against the national dunes park 
to the last moment. This followed a 
strong attack by E.D Crumpacker on 
the activity of A.F. Knotts and others 
who were attempting to put through 
legislation to deprive Porter County of 
every foot of the Lake Michigan beach. 
The United States Steel Company 
was accused of having a finger in the 
pie in the hopes of making future 
competition impossible. 

Were the state and national 
congresses to pass the national dunes 
park bill, the bill would be more 
productive of pork barrel legislation 
than any other in the career of the 
nation, Crumpacker said. The tract 
wanted for the park spans 12,000 
acres and this would be held at $400 
an acre. Mr. Crumpacker admitted 
that he owns land in the park site, 
but was opposed to the national park 
despite this. 

The bills for the park were gotten 
up expressly for the city of Gary 
which would appropriate the entire 
beach, take it from the county and 
state and withdraw taxable that in 
twenty years from now will be worth 
millions. Providing the bill fails, Mr. 

Crumpacker predicts that the entire 
Porter County lakefront will be lined 
with homes, factories, and institutions. 
Mr. Crumpacker asks, “What kind of 
people are we to permit the people 
of Gary to acquire our territory?” The 
speaker gave an additional opposition 
to the park, as it would provide 
another attraction for Chicago people 
who are already rushing their cars 
over our good highways and grinding 
them to dust. “Shall we stand mum 
and dumb and listless?” 

MARCH 21, 1917
SPRING SHOW AT LOWENSTINE & 
SONS’

The largest initial display of new 
inspirations in spring styles in this city 
took place with the annual opening of 
the J. Lowenstine & Sons department 
store to the general public yesterday 
afternoon and night. 

At Memorial Opera House 
living models displayed women’s, 
men’s, and children’s ready-to-wear 
clothing in a very interesting and 
pleasing manner. Lowenstine & Sons’ 
especially chose the Opera House 
for the purpose of showing the latest 
spring models carried in their stock. 
The theatre was filled to capacity with 
interested spectators of both sexes 
for both the afternoon performance, 
which began at 2:30 and ended at 
4:15, and the evening performance, 
which began at 8:15 and ended at 
10:30. 

 
Among the young ladies who took 
an active part in the demonstration 
were the misses Irene Ball, Dorothy 
Heinman, Myrtle Clausen, Lila 
Heinman, and a Mrs. Walter Duncan, 
who is a professional model from 
Chicago. The men’s department of 
the show was represented by three 
of the most stylish young men of the 
university, who in a very clever manner 
displayed the belt-back, pinch-back, 
and double-breasted models. 

MARCH 27, 1917
UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT FUND 
STARTED

More than $30,000 was subscribed 
last night by Valparaiso citizens toward 
the necessary $200,000 endowment 
fund for Valparaiso University. The 
subscriptions came rapidly from those 
who are anxious to perpetuate the 
institution that has meant so much to 
the welfare of this city. 

Mayor Sisson expressed mild 
criticism  upon those responsible 
for the laws, which dictate that the 
entire endowment must be obtained 
outside of school ownership, stating 
that these laws may be unfavorable to 
democratic education. “The institution 
is asking for nothing,” he said, “it has 
only presented the conditions in a 
light that may be understood. The 
university is a monument, it stands 
there to be used.” 

After the work of the evening was 
finished, Prof. Kinsey expressed his 
appreciation of the loyalty shown. 
Aside from the contributions toward 
the endowment, a sum was given to 
be presented to President Brown in 
the form of a floral gift, as a token of 
public esteem. 
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Postcard of a 
young woman 
carrying a VU 
flag. ca. 1917

Underneath her 
is the poem, 
“Old Gold and 
Bright Brown 
Win Success 
in Every Town. 
Purest Gold, 
Fadeless Brown 
Merit Honors-
-Wear the 
Crown.”
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SATURDAYS @ THE POCO MUSE

FEBRUARY 
BRONCHO JOHN EXHIBIT 
OPENING & PROGRAM

The Broncho John Collection has fascinated Museum-goers 
since the artifacts were donated to the Porter County Museum 
by John Sullivan more than half a century ago. On Saturday, 
February 18 from 1-4p, the PoCo Muse will unveil updates to 
this permanent exhibit, featuring newly discovered photos, fresh 
research, and intriguing stories about the life of Broncho John.

At 2p, learn more about this Wild West showman, veteran, 
storyteller, and citizen from Porter County Museum Foundation 
Board member Helen Arvidson. Arvidson’s passion for Broncho 
John shows in her in-depth research of Broncho John’s 
comprehensive correspondence. During her talk, Arvidson will 
share her insights into Broncho John’s character, and discuss 
some of the unique pieces that make up the Porter County 
Museum’s Broncho John Collection.

Do you remember Broncho John? Visit the Museum between 
11a-1p on February 18 to share your stories of one of Porter 
County’s most notable figures! 

MARCH WOMEN’S HISTORY FAMILY ACTIVITY DAY

JANUARY STATE OF THE MUSEUM

The Saturdays @ the PoCo Muse monthly program series is held on the third Saturday of 
each month. Saturdays @ the PoCo Muse events often feature new exhibit openings from 
1-4p, or programs highlighting the history and culture of Porter County at 2p. 

Join Executive Director of the Porter County Museum and Porter County Historian Kevin Matthew Pazour for 
a look at what to expect from the PoCo Muse in 2017! On Saturday, January 21 at 2p, Pazour will detail the 
exhibits, events, and exciting developments in the Museum expansion project! After the talk, enjoy refreshments 
and see the Museum’s newest exhibit, Community Supported Art Valparaiso. 

Celebrate Women’s History Month with day of activities at the PoCo Muse on Saturday, March 18 from 1-4p! 
Participate in a scavenger hunt highlighting the achievements of local women! Find ways to tell your own story 
in the style of Porter County’s own Dale Messick, creator of the Brenda Starr comic! Local artists will provide 
instruction in cartoon and comic style drawings. 

PoCo Muse Family Days are free and open to the public, and feature kid-friendly activities, games, and educa-
tional programming highlighting the history and culture of Porter County. 

Broncho John rode his Concord stagecoaches 
during parades in downtown Valparaiso. Two 
of these stagecoaches are part of the Porter 
County Museum Collection.



POCO MUSE 
DONORS
AUTUMN 2016

We would like 
to recognize the 
following individuals 
and organizations for 
supporting our mission 
by becoming members 
of the Porter County 
Museum this past 
quarter.

POCO MUSE PATRONS

EDUCATE: 
Bill & Karen Higbie
Jane Maxwell
Matt Mullins
G.A. Ronneau 
Rick & Erin Urschel

FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUM

SUSTAINING FRIEND:

Carlos Rivero

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND:
Mary Persyn 
Stephen Pease

FRIEND:
Carol Bertrand
Eva Brady
Linda Canfield
Carol & Greg Costakis
Bernard C. Doyle
Duneland Historical Society
Terry Hand
Jon Miller
Maxine Philips
Megan & Stu Summers

BECOMING POCO

HOUSEHOLD:
Len & Bee Ellis
Damien Gabis
Kathy Groth

Hannah Hammond-
Hagman & Ezra Burke
Donald & Margaret  
Johnson
Walter & Stephanie    
Lecknos
Dolores McEnterfer
Richard Riley 
Ed & Karen Seykowski
Ted & Cathy Swigon
Ken & Laura Tucker
Randy & Jo Ellen 
Zromkoski
Cindy & Ron Zromkoski 

INDIVIDUAL:
Sandra Detraz
Don Findling
Martha Highland
Dorothy Meyers
Geraldine Pigott
Rosemary Riley 
Patricia Wisniewski

get involved!2017 WINTER
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MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM
BOARD OF
 TRUSTEES

CHAIR OF THE
 BOARD

Joanne Urschel

VICE CHAIR
Kathryn McMillan

SECRETARY
Helen Arvidson

TREASURER
Sharon Swihart

Jeremy Blum
Gretchen Buggeln

Tim S. Daly
C. Bernard Doyle

Rich Hudson
Ruth Johnston

Kevin Kerr
Matthew R. Mullins

Carlos Rivero
Aco Sikoski

Robert Welsh

STAFF

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

Kevin Matthew Pazour

COORDINATOR
Megan Telligman

COLLECTIONS
MANAGER

Rachel Hulslander

AMERICORPS
 Tori Binelli

Want to keep up with the PoCo Muse in 2017? Consider becoming a member!

Members receive special information and pricing on PoCo Muse events, and 
discounts in the Museum Store! One of the most interesting benefits of a PoCo 
Muse Membership is the Time Travelers’ Program.

CONNECT WITH THE POCO MUSE IN 2017

Time Travelers is a free reciprocal member-
ship network for historical museums, sites, 
and societies throughout the United States. 
Currently, the Time Travelers program 
includes over 300 organizations in more 
than 40 states across the country. Members 
of these organizations can receive a variety 
of exclusive benefits and privileges, such 
as free admission, gift shop discounts, and 
more.

Learn more about becoming a member by visiting www.pocomuse.org/membership. 
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